
Rich in h istory and culture,  Greece is  certain ly  a s ight to behold.  A place

worth whi le with tasty food and great gelato.  Despite the tour ist

dest inat ion that Greece is ,  I  wanted more than just  a vacat ion or  break

from l i fe.  I f  you would’ve asked me before th is  t r ip i f  I  thought Next Steps

would change my l i fe ,  I  probably would’ve given you a basic expected

answer,  “Yes,  i t  wi l l  change my l i fe!”  However ,  I  was not expect ing th is

statement to actual ly  be fu lf i l led in my t ime on th is  t r ip.  
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With miss ionar ies l ike the Moreno fami ly ,  I  fe l t  myself  s l ipping into a big fami ly  with the church and

my fel low Next Steppers.  There’s  so much love fel t  f rom the Moreno fami ly  that i t ’ s  contagious,

spreading through everyone who encounters them. And because of th is ,  i t ’ s  bui l t  a love and genuine

connect ion with in our  group.

My miss ionary journey started as a young teenager but didn’t  b lossom into a real i ty  unt i l  th is  Next

Steps t r ip.  The second day of t rain ing classes is  when God decided I  needed “surgery”  and a change

in my l i fe.  I ronical ly ,  I  work in surgery and see several  procedures a day at work.  So when God

decided to break me and mold me and cut me open,  I  a l ready knew that change was coming.  



The second day of c lasses when we opened up with morning prayer is  when I  fe l t  the operat ion

begin.  God had started to deal  with me. I  fe l t  Him tel l ing me that being here in Athens on Next

Steps was r ight .  An exact week later ,  we were in a c lass focused on spi r i tual  warfare.  After  the

sess ion,  we ended i t  with a powerful  prayer meet ing.

 God was deal ing with me,  and the incis ion on my heart  had been made. God moved through me so

strongly and a boldness burned through me, consuming and overwhelming.

After  th is  prayer sess ion,  God had given me a region in my heart  for  miss ions.  A fel low Next Stepper ,

whi le we were praying,  conf i rmed the exact country  that God had told them I  was going to.  



I  don’t  know what the future holds ,  but I ’ ve decided to just  t rust  God and cont inual ly  die at  the altar  dai ly .

Even after  that specif ic prayer sess ion,  I ’ ve had mult ip le instances of God work ing through me and keeping

me strapped to His  operat ing table.  

I  say th is  as a testament that Next Steps has t ru ly  t ransformed my l i fe ,  cut  me open and gutted me,  in  a

way that only  God can do.  And now, as I  cont inue into my second month of th is  t r ip ,  I  can tru ly  say that I

feel  God is  with me and wi l l  be my guiding hand to reach a lost  and dying wor ld.  

 


